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Poor bladder compliance contributes to renal
impairment after kidney transplantation?Dear Editor
Wehave readwith interest the paper by Chen et al,1 in which
the author reported that the bladder capacity and bladder
compliance decreased with a longer duration of dialysis.
First, the author suggested that poor bladder compliance
may contribute to renal impairment after kidney trans-
plantation. Actually, most patients returned to normal
following renal transplantation, with re-establishment of
normal urine output, except lower urinary tract abnormali-
ties, such as posterior urethral valve, bladder neck
contracture or urethral stricture.2 Another study showed
that bladder expansion by surgical intervention before
transplantation did not influence the serum creatinine level
and the graft survival rate at 5 years after transplantation.3
We needmore studies to clarify whether the smaller bladder
capacity and poorer compliance would really result in worse
graft outcomes. Serial follow-up, with a videourodynamic
study, should be performed after transplantation.
Second, this study did not mention the modality of
dialysis. The cystometric bladder capacity and bladder
compliance of patients under peritoneal dialysis, with
dialysate dwelling, may not be similar to patients under
hemodialysis. Otherwise, patients under peritoneal dial-
ysis, or using diuretics, have more residual urine. Their
bladder capacity and compliance deterioration may be
different from others.
Third, it is unexpected that none of patients in this study
had renal failure due to diabetes, because the diabetes is
the major cause of end stage renal disease. Some diabetic
patients may have neurogenic bladder with poor compli-
ance. Compared to other patients with poor bladder
compliance before transplantation, the bladder function of
diabetic patients would not return to normal even after
renal transplantation, with re-establishment of normal
urine output. This may be one of the reasons that diabetic
patients have inferior graft outcomes after renal
transplantation.0929-6646/$ - see front matter Copyright ª 2012, Elsevier Taiwan LLC
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